CLAIM AMENDMENTS 



Claim Amendment Summary 
Claims pending 

• Before this Amendment: Claims 1-36. 

• After this Amendment: Claims 1-36 
Non-Elected, Canceled, or Withdrawn claims: None 
Amended claims: 1-36 

New claims: None 



Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 
retrieving an intermediate node policy having one or more protocol 
" * - " ssaqes being transmitted to or from the intermediate 

el^fagfeffetf ^ communication properties supported by an int o rm odiatc no d e, the 

intermediate node being between a source node and a destination node in a 

communication path; 

forming a first policy-compliant message in accordance with the 

intermediate node policy, the first policy-compliant message including a request 

for a destination node policy \ v 

^vrnmunicatieB 

f>f€?fteffe-stiftp6f»e d by the desti nation node. 
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2. (Currently Amended) [ \ method as recited in claim 1 further 
comprising: 

transmitting the first policy-compliant message to the intermediate node; 
receiving the destination node policy; 

forming a second policy-compliant message in accordance with both the 
intermediate node policy and the destination node policy. 

3. (Currently Amended) I V] * ho method as recited in claim 1 wherein 
the forming operation further comprises forming a first policy-compliant message 
including a source node policy having one or more protocol requu N v: b ^ 

« • 'ted to QLflMRXMsgurcem^S ^ ^ctc m m§ 

4. (Currently Amended) ^ ^ o method as recited in claim 1 further 
comprising: 

retrieving the destination node policy; 

forming a second policy-compliant message, the second policy-compliant 
message including an underlying message, the second policy-compliant message 
conforming to the destination node policy; 

forming a third policy-compliant message, the third policy-compliant 
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message including the second policy-compliant message, the third policy- 
compliant message conforming to the intermediate node policy. 

5. (Currently Amended) - s N method as recited in claim 2 further 
comprising determining whether the destination node policy specifies an 
additional intermediate node. 

6. (Currently Amended) , V ^ method as recited in claim 2 further 
comprising: 

determining whether the destination node policy specifies an additional 
intermediate node; 

if the destination node policy specifies an additional intermediate node 
retrieving a policy from the additional intermediate node. 

7. (Currently Amended) - ' ' o method as recited in claim 2 further 
comprising: 

determining whether the destination node policy specifies an additional 
intermediate node; 

if the destination node policy specifies an additional intermediate node 
forming a third policy-compliant message in accordance with the intermediate 
node policy, the third policy-compliant message including a request for an 
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additional intermediate node policy ho\ 

message^, jjeji^ 



8. (Currently Amended) [A] FN method as recited in claim 1 further 
comprising determining whether the intermediate node policy is compatible with 
a source node policy having one or more protocol re quireme nts for messages 
■* s \ted tQ..Qr..fre!Xl..tfee..SQyiQg.PQde...cha rac tc nzi ng com mufH&v en 



9. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method as recited in claim 1 further 
comprising determining whether the intermediate node policy is compatible with 
a source node policy having one or more protocol requirements for m e>- 

communication 

ftfefieft:^--^ftj:K:Ht;ed-"lr»y"T hG source node, wherein the determining operation 
comprises receiving a notification from a service that the intermediate node 
policy is compatible with the source node policy. 



10 (Currently Amended) method as recited in claim 1 wherein 



the retrieving operation comprises incrementally receiving the intermediate node 
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policy. 



11. (Currently Amended) \ V l ^ method as recited in claim 1 wherein 
the retrieving operation comprises receiving the intermediate node policy from a 
node other than the intermediate node. 

12. (Currently Amended) A]] v v method as recited in claim 1 wherein 
the retrieving operation comprises reading the intermediate node policy from a 
cache memory at the source node. 

13. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium ha ving a 
• "> : - ve p'ws- - ^ ^Kittcr: Jored thereoo..which x ,whg,o 

operated perfo ns -Derations comprising ^egfam- predu€t-en€6dmg-a- €emmrtef 

Ji )€ €55 "€€>fflp Sfft§: 

retrieving an intermediate node policy and a destination node policy, the 
intermediate node policy having one or more protocol requirements for messages 
- > d rte > H o c l woctx » * ne t i ~m mm 
x - o v. and the destination node policy 

m 1£LQIM N nore protocol requneme um to o r 

froo;iJ.liestinatiCH]..riodeL€ 
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^ v the intermediate node being between a source node and the 
destination node in a communication path; 

applying the intermediate node policy and the destination node policy to 
an underlying message in order of the destination node policy followed by the 
intermediate node policy. 



14. (Currently Amended) ,V ~v computer 
jvog r»v.:,i::rf as recited in claim 13 wherein the applying operation 
comprises: 

creating a first policy-compliant message including the underlying 
message, the first policy-compliant message being created according to the 
destination policy; 

creating a second policy-compliant message including the first policy- 
compliant message, the second policy-compliant message being created 
according to the intermediate policy. 



15. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The computer t viable storage mediur 
;•<•::•;;:•;•• r - <iu ! as recited in claim 13 , 
ftjfth€f"e^r!ft?*sii ; ife selecting N N , N 
pelfey-expfessien from the intermediate node policy. 
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16. (Currently Amended) ^ s o computer w.oj;^ \xu,,e " 

m product as recited in claim 13 > herein the ope? Jbons furthej a s ;n< 



e , " v»j \ determining whether the intermediate node policy is 
compatible with a source node policy , * , N . o s o o N NS N ^ 

for messages being t?v ^ • ^ 

eeffiffltmication prop e rti es s upport e d by the source-Rede. 

17. (Currently Amended) ; 5 A h computer . \ ^ n o ^to\\: N 

as recited in claim 13 • •, 



additional intermediate node in the communication path. 

18. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The computer-readable storage medium 

i>k»oi \m fv\*b*i as recited in claim 13 ■ ^ - e operations further co'-w>. 
^ x , . ^ \ x - : 

determining whether the destination node policy specifies an additional 
intermediate node in the communication path; 

if the destination node policy specifies an additional intermediate node in 
the communication path, retrieving a policy from the additional intermediate 
node. 
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determining whether the destination node policy specifies an 



19. (Currently Amended) ^ s o computer \ o \ N 
v*v*o»o m 'VHroxl as recited in claim 13 wherein the retrieving operation 
comprises forming a request message, the request message including a request 
for the destination node policy and conforming to the intermediate node policy. 

20. (Currently Amended) iiAij Dr. .computer - • •• n J .uv 
^fegrafft-pfO(fe€t as recited in claim 13 wherein the retrieving operation 
comprises retrieving one or more of the intermediate node policy and the 
destination node policy from a node other than the intermediate node, the 
destination node, and the source node. 

21. (Currently Amended) [[A]] Ihecomputer-readable sto Kje rij d y yi 
pKXkk^ as recited in claim 13 wherein the retrieving operation 

comprises requesting each of the intermediate node policy and the destination 
node policy in order of the intermediate node followed by the destination node. 

22. (Currently Amended) [[A] fh| computer-readable storage medium 
pfe§fam-^e^€t as recited in claim 13 wherein the retrieving operation 
comprises incrementally receiving at least one of the intermediate node policy 
and the destination node policy. 
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23. (Currently Amended) - % 1 N computer * > :^\^.. ^ 
iv^'o>« 'VHroxl as recited in claim 13 wherein the retrieving operation 
comprises reading at least one of the intermediate node policy and the 
destination node policy from a cache memory at the source node. 

24. (Currently Amended) iiAij Dr. .computer \ - •• • • J 

program prod u ct as recited in claim 13 wherein the cm --n 
fwtha comprisin g determining whether a message from the intermediate node 
conforms to a source node policy hMM&3±QLB&&M$- r : i 

messages being tr ansmitted to or from the source node ehafact-efteing 
ee^wmmtea^efrfifepeffes supported by th e source node. 

25. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 

a-^etB^ee^ede-^cv-toift^ 

a..|)rocesscM;: 

a policy retriever „ s s ,\j to be operated by the processor to retrieve 
fefrtevrng-an intermediate node policy having one or more protocol requirements 
for fnssscsQGS : o N o o v x to or n'orn i-orv^Ho -fOBOBOi- ■BdrrfH'v;;tovvi--fO:i6-K€vl-t6 
an intermediate node between the_a source node and a destination node in a 
communication path; 

a message generator config ured to be opera ted by the proc6>-- 
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> 0 . tv *\t a request message in accordance with the intermediate 

node policy, the request message including a request for a destination node 
policy ^ o ^ 

to or from havir^-fffetoe e ^ desti nation node. 



26. (Currently Amended) [[A]] I he system as recited in claim 25 
wherein the policy retriever compares feea source node policy kmtuj 0 » 

vol requirements for messages being transm-tu r o 

V. . ? node, to the intermediate node policy to determine whether the source 
node policy is compatible with the intermediate node policy. 



27. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The system as recited in claim 172511 26 
wherein the policy retriever selects one of the protocol requirements a -pefey 
eKpressieB from the intermediate node policy based on the source node policy. 



28. (Currently Amended) (TAjj Thc=i system as recited in claim . w 
wherein the message generator further transmits a message to the intermediate 
node, the message including at least a portion of the source node policy. 



29. (Currently Amended) \ s -\ system as recited in claim 25, 



wherein the policy retriever determines whether the intermediate node policy or 
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the destination node policy specifies an additional intermediate node in the 
communication path. 

30. (Currently Amended) - system as recited in claim 15} 16, 
further comprising a policy generator generating the source node policy, wherein 
generating comprises generating , ^ o 

plura l ity of policy exp ressions and at least one relationship operator associated 

with the ^ s v « niore protocol requirements plur a lity of policy e xpressions. 

31. (Currently Amended) [[A]] Ihe system as recited in claim 30, 
wherein the policy generator generates a usage attribute related to one of the 

~v v c""pf^ plurality of policy expressions. 

32. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The system as recited in claim [[253L26, 
wherein the - , . v^er^s of the .source o :.^ policy 
comprises e^rfe^iHeve-e^^-expressioBS-se^fyiBg at least one of: 

a security protocol; 
a routing parameter; 
an encryption algorithm; 
an audit trail; 
a privacy parameter. 
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33 (Currently Amended) k V N N system as recited in claim . % w 
wherein the source node policy tuuM comprises: 

the one or more protocoS » >. ^ ^ , ^ - ^ ^ . ^ ^ 

specifying protocol parameters; 

one or more operators related to the or : • > - , ^ >: 
t&H-ati ty of policy expressions, the one or more operators specifying a 
relationship between the one or more protocol requirements-! 
expression s . 



34. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The system as recited in claim [12511 26, 
wherein the source node policy further comprises an input policy characterizing 
input protocol parameters and an output policy characterizing output protocol 
parameters. 



35. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 

ajiaxBssoEi. 

a policy retriever c >l retrieving a 

plurality of policies, each policy 4 o 

f^oKyH^ one of a plurality of nodes, the plurality of nodes including at least one 
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intermediate node and a destination node. > . include^ 

means to be operated by the for applying each of the plurality of 

policies to a message transmitted to the destination node, such that the message 
conforms to each of the plurality of policies vherein the appK c < 

determining whether the intermediate node policy is compatitr o . 
a source node policy having one or more protocol 

^.kjes being transmitted to or from the source node; 

- iudmq the underlying message, the first policy-compliant 
os'XKio K seated according to the destination ? x 
second policy-compliant message including the first poiicy-compiiant 
* v ^ y ond policy-compliant message being created a ^ 
the intermediate policy . 



36. (Currently Amended) W system as recited in claim 35 
wherein the means for applying comprises a message generator selecting op. ; 

N N ^ o ^ from each of the 

plurality of policies e el sdee-e x ^ as o n em m-ip? - 
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